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Laughter and Literature - noax

David Hadar received his Ph.D. in English literature from the Hebrew University in 2015 and

spent two years as a Minerva Fellow at the Free University, Berlin.

Laughter is a basic human need and the cornerstone for many of the masterpieces of world literature.

Nonetheless, humor is often overlooked when one discusses what is sometimes known as “serious

literature.” In an attempt to correct this tendency, this course will examine humor, comedy, wit, jokes,

the grotesque, carnival, satire, and parody. We will hear what some of the great thinkers and

philosophers have to say about these subjects. However, we will focus on works of literature from the
Western tradition. Our reading will include works (or excerpts from works) by Aristophanes, Rabelais,

look to more recent comedy from stand-up, films, and television.

Shakespeare, Cervantes, Austen, Gogol, Wilde, Twain, and Flannery O’Connor. Naturally, we will also
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